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THE RULING INCLUDES:
43 Thus, it was hardly a radical initiative for Chief Justice 
Marshall to state in The Nereide, 13 U.S.(9 Cranch) 388, 422, 3 
L.Ed. 769 (1815), that in the absence of a congressional 
enactment, United States courts are "bound by the law of 
nations, which is a part of the law of the land." These words 
were echoed in The Paquete Habana, supra, 175 U.S. at 700, 20 
S. Ct. at 299: "(i) nternational law is part of our law, and must be 
ascertained and administered by the courts of justice of 
appropriate jurisdiction, as often as questions of right depending 
upon it are duly presented for their determination."
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