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* = found in Black’s Law Dictionary sixth edition 
 
 
[A] 
 
ADHESION CONTRACT 

- A distinctive feature of adhesion contract is that the weaker party has no realistic choice 
to it’s terms* 

 
ALIENABLE - Proper to be the subject of alienation or transfer* 
 
ALLODIUM - Land held absolutely in one’s own right, and not of any lord or superior; land not 
subject to any feudal duties or burdens* 
 
ALLODIAL - Free; not holden of any lord or superior; owned without obligation of vassalage 
or fealty; the opposite of feudal* 
 
ASSIGNS - Assignees; those to whom property is, will, or may be assigned* 
 
AUTHORITY - Permission. Right to exercise powers; to implement and enforce laws; to exact 
obedience; to command; to judge. Control over; jurisdiction.*  
 
[B] 
 
BANKRUPTCY - (def found following discharge in Blacks) - The release of a debtor from all 
his debts…* 
  
BONA FIDE - In or with good faith; honestly, openly, and sincerely; without deceit or fraud.* 
 
[C] 
 
CANCELLATION - to destroy the force, effectiveness, or validity of. To annul, abrogate, or 
terminate.* ….Occurs when either party puts and end to a contract for breach by the other and its 
effect is the same as that of “termination” except that the canceling party also retains any remedy 
for breach of the whole contract or any unperformed balance. U.C.C. 2-106(4). 
 
CAVEAT EMPTOR - Buyer beware* 
 
CHARACTER EVIDENCE - Law and Legal Definition - Character evidence refers to 
evidence regarding someone's general personality traits or propensities. It can be of a 
praiseworthy or blameworthy nature. It can also be evidence of a person's moral standing, 



general nature, traits, and reputation in a community. Character evidence is usually permitted 
when a person's honesty is an issue. (https://definitions.uslegal.com/c/character-evidence) 
 
CITIZENS - ….are members of a political community who, in their associated capacity, have 
established or submitted themselves to the dominion of a government for the promotion of their 
general welfare and the protection of their individual as well as collective rights. 
 
CONTRACT - An agreement between two or more persons which creates an obligation to do or 
not to do a particular thing.* 
 
COLOR OF LAW - The appearance or semblance, without the substance, of legal right.* 
 
COLOR OF TITLE - That which is a semblance or appearance of title, but is not title in fact or 
law* 
 
COMMON LAW - As distinguished from statutory law, created by the enactment of 
legislatures, the common law comprises the body of those principles and rules of actions relating 
to the government and security of the persons and property, which derive their authority solely 
from uses and customs of immemorial antiquity…* 
 
CORPORATE - An artificial person or legal entity…* 
 
[D] 
DEED - A conveyance of realty; a writing signed by grantor, whereby title to realty is 
transferred from one to another. *  
 
DISCHARGE - ….In contract law discharge occurs either when the parties have performed 
their obligations in the contract, or when events, the conduct of the parties, or the operation of 
law releases the parties from performing. As applied to demands, claims, rights of action, 
encumbrances etc., to discharge the debt or claim is to extinguish it, to annul its obligatory force, 
to satisfy it…..U.C.C. 3-601 et seq, governs discharge of commercial instruments. To discharge a 
person is to liberate him from the binding force of an obligation, debt, or claim.  
 
[E] 
EASEMENT - A right of use over a property of another.*  
 
EMINENT DOMAIN - The power to take private property for public use by the state, 
municipality, and private persons or corporations authorized to exercise functions of public 
character.* 
 
EQUITABLE OWNERSHIP - The ownership interest of one who has equitable as contrasted 
with legal ownership of property as in the case of a trust beneficiary* 
 
EQUITABLE TITLE - See equitable ownership.* 
 



EQUITY - Justice administered according to fairness as contrasted with the strictly formulated 
rules of common law.* 
 
ESTOPPEL - Term means that a party is prevented by his own acts from claiming a right to the 
detriment of another party who was entitled to rely on such conduct and has acted accordingly.* 
 
EVIDENCE OF TITLE - A deed or other document establishing title to property, especially 
real estate.* 
 
EXCEPTION - Express exclusion of something from operation of a contract or deed. An 
“exception” operates to take something out of thing granted which would otherwise pass or be 
included. 
 
 
[F] 
 
FEE SIMPLE - …In the absence of a statute, a conveyance of property to a trustee, with power 
to sell and convey the fee, vests in such trustee an estate in fee-simple, without the use of the 
word “heirs”.... 
  
FREEHOLD - An estate for life or in fee. A “freehold estate” is a right of title to land.* 
 
FORFEITURE - A comprehensive term which means a divestiture of specific property without 
compensation; it imposes a loss by taking away some pre-existing valid right without 
compensation.* 
 
[G] 
GRANT - …..A conveyance; i.e. transfer of title by deed or other instrument….* 
 
[H] 
HYPOTHECATE - To pledge (property) to another as security without transferring possession 
or title; mortgage.** 
 
 
[I] 
IMMUNITIES - Freedom or exemption from penalty, burden or duty.** 
 
INALIENABLE - Not subject to alienation;the characteristic of those things which cannot be 
bought or sold or transferred from one person to another, such as rivers and public highways, and 
certain personal rights; e.g. liberty*   

INCLUDE - The term "include" is used in a statute or contract to indicate that the listed items 
are not an exhaustive or exclusive list. It is used in a non-restrictive sense, suggesting that there 
are other items or elements that can also fall under the defined category.     

For example: "The term 'fruit' include apples, oranges, and bananas." In this case, the term "fruit" 
is not limited to just apples, oranges, and bananas; it can include other fruits not listed here. 



INCLUDES - On the other hand, "includes" is used to introduce an exhaustive list, stating that 
all items or elements mentioned are considered part of the defined category, and there are no 
other items beyond those explicitly listed.      

For example: "The term 'vehicle' includes cars, trucks, motorcycles, and bicycles." In this case, 
only cars, trucks, motorcycles, and bicycles are considered vehicles under this definition, and no 
other items would be classified as vehicles based on this provision.     

INHABITANT -  One who resides actually and permanently in a given place and has his 
domicile there.* 
 
[L] 
LACHES - “Doctrine of laches” is based on maxim that equity aids the vigilant and not those 
who slumber on their rights.* 
 
LAND PATENT - An instrument conveying a grant of public land; also, the land so conveyed.* 
 
LAWFUL - ….The principal distinction between the terms “lawful” and “legal” is that the 
former contemplates the substance of the law, the latter the form of law….* 
 
LEGAL - Of, based upon, or authorized by law…* 
 
[M] 
MEMORANDUM OF LAW - A brief written statement outlining the terms of an agreement or 
transaction.* 
 
METES AND BOUNDS - the boundary lines of land, with their terminal points and angles. A 
way of describing land by listing the compass directions and distances of the boundaries. It is 
often used in connection with the Government Survey System.  
 
MORTGAGE - An interest in land created by a written instrument providing security for the 
performance of a duty or the payment of a debt.* 
 
MORTGAGEE - Person that takes or receives a mortgage.* 
 
MORTGAGOR - One who, having all or some part of title to property, by written instrument 
pledges that property for some particular purpose such as security for a debt. The party who 
mortgages the property; the debtor. That party to a mortgage that gives legal title or a lien to the 
mortgagee to secure the mortgage loan.* 
 
[N] 
NUNC PRO TUNC - Now for then.* 
 
[P] 
PURCHASER - one who acquires real property in any other mode than by descent. One who 
acquires either real or personal property by buying it for a price in money; a buyer; vendee. One 
who has contracted to purchase property or goods.* 



 
PERSON - or any word or expression descriptive of a person, includes a corporation; 
(personne) - *Interpretation Act of Canada 
 
POWER OF ATTORNEY - An instrument authorizing another to act as one’s agent or 
attorney. The agent is an attorney in fact and his power is revoked on the death of the principal 
by operation of law. Such power may be either general (full) or special (limited).* 
 
PRIVATE - Affecting or belonging to private individuals, as distinct from public generally. Not 
official; not clothed with office.  
 
PRIVATE BANK - An unincorporated banking institution owned by an individual or 
partnership and depending upon state statutes, subject to or free from state regulation. 
 
[Q] 
QUIT CLAIM, v. - In conveyancing, to release or relinquish a claim, to execute a deed of 
quitclaim 
QUIT CLAIM, n - A release or acquittance given to one man by another, in respect of any 
action that he has or might have against him. Also, acquitting or giving up one’s claim or title. 
 
[R] 
REAL ESTATE - Land and anything attached to permanently affixed to the land, such as 
buildings, fences, and anything attached to the buildings, such as a light fixtures, plumbing and 
heating fixtures, or other items which would be personal property if not attached.* 
 
RES JUDICATA - A matter adjudged; a thing judicially acted upon or matter settled by 
judgment.* 
 
REVOKE - to annul or make void by recalling or taking back. To cancel, rescind, repeal or 
reverse, as to revoke a license or will.  
 
REVOCATION - The withdrawal or recall of some power, authority, or thing grants, or a 
destroying or making void of some will, deed, or offer that had been valid until revoked. In 
contract law, the withdrawal by the offeree of an offer that had been valid until withdrawn….*  
 
RIGHTS - A power, privilege, or immunity* 
 
[S]  
SOVEREIGN - A person, body, or state in which independent and supreme authority is vested;* 
 
SOVEREIGNTY - The supreme, absolute, and uncontrollable power by which an independent 
state is governed; supreme political authority.* 
 
SPECIAL - relating to or distinguishing a species, kind, individual, thing or sort; designed for a 
particular purpose; confined to a particular purpose, object, person or class. Unusual, 
extraordinary.* 



 
[T] 
TITLE COMPANY - Company that examines real estate titles and, commonly, issues title 
insurance.* 
 
TITLE INSURANCE - A policy issued by a title company after searching the title, representing 
the state of that title and ensuring the accuracy of its search against claims of title defects.*  
 
TRESPASS to land - At common law, eerie unauthorized and direct breach of the boundaries of 
another’s land was an actionable trespass.*  
 
TITLE - The formal ownership of property. Title is the means whereby the owner of lands has 
the just possession of his property.* 
 
[W] 
WARRANTY DEED - Deed in which grantor warrants a good, clear title.* 
 
WILD DEED - A deed not in the chain of title.* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS (provided as snapshots by Mark): 
 









 
 
 

SHORT LIST OF 
STATUTES provided for in the SCRIPT. For individual research 
guidance and purposes: 
     
CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE:      

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codesTOCSelected.xhtml?tocCode=CIV&tocTitle=+Civil+Co
de+- +CIV     

TITLE 3 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=CIV
&division=2.& title=3.&part=2.&chapter=&article=    

NEVADA: 
 PROPERTY RIGHTS AND TRANSACTIONS https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-111.html
 https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/ 

USA: TEXAS: 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov      

AUSTRALIA:     

South Australia 
 Forestry Act 1950 https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sa44216.pdf     

Forestry Act 2012 No 96  https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-
2012-096    

 

LAND TITLES ACT 

https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/1925-1/ 



      

REAL PROPERTY ACT 

http://classic.austlii.edu.au//au/legis/nsw/consol_act/rpa1900178/ 

      

WASTE LANDS ACT 

   https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-
1855-awlai 
      

NATIVE TITLE ACT 

    http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-
bin/viewdb/au/legis/cth/consol_act/nta1993147/ 
      

BRITISH COLUMBIA: 

i)  Land Titles Act (the governance over the Property) 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96250_00_multi#part6 
        

ii)  PROPERTY LAW ACT (the governance over the Property) 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96377_01#section42 
        

iii) Water Sustainability Act (The easements) 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14015 
      

iv) Ministry of Property Act (the Grants) 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/consol2/consol2/96300_01#JD_RSBC96- 300-005 

v) Land Act https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96245_01 

vi) Land Title Inquiry Act 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96251_01 

ALBERTA: 

i) Land Titles Act (the governance over the Property) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-l-4/ 

 



ii) Law of Real Property Act / PROPERTY LAW ACT (the governance over the Property) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-l-7/latest/rsa-2000-c-l-7.html 

      

iii) Water Sustainability Act (The easements) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-w-3/latest/rsa-2000-c-w-3.html 

      

iv) Forestry Act (the Grants) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-f-22/latest/rsa-2000-c-f-22.html 

v) Public Lands Act 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/laws/stat/rsa-2000-c-p-40/latest/rsa-2000-c-p-40.html   
   

SASKATCHEWAN:     

i) Land Titles Act (the governance over the Property) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/sk/laws/stat/ss-2000-c-l-5.1/latest/ss-2000-c-l-5.1.html 

ii) Real Estate Act, SS 1995, c R-1.3 (the governance over the Property) 

https://www.canlii.org/en/sk/laws/stat/ss-1995-c-r-1.3/latest/ss-1995-c-r-1.3.html 

iii) Water Sustainability Act (The easements) 

https://www.wsask.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/W8-1.pdf      

PART VIII 

Enforcement, Offences and Penalties      

(3) The corporation and any person authorized by the corporation shall not enter any place 
that is a private dwelling without the consent of the owner or occupier or an order of a 
provincial court judge issued pursuant to subsection (5).      

iv) Forestry Act (the Grants)   
 https://www.canlii.org/en/sk/laws/stat/rss-1978-c-f-19/latest/rss-1978-c-f-19.html 

     
 
    
 



ONTARIO: 

i) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, RSO 1990 (the governance over the Property) 

    https://www.canlii.org/en/on/laws/stat/rso-1990-c-c34/latest/rso-1990-
c-c34.html 
      

ii) Land Titles Act / (the governance over the Property)      

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90l05 

      

iv) Forestry Act (the Grants)      

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90f26     

Public Land Act:      

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90p43 

         
iii) Water Opportunities and Water Conservation Act 
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s10019    
                
              
   
    
     
      
 


